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CITY TRIES TO MUZZLE

HOUSING BRONZEVILLE
THREATENED WITH UP
TO $1 MILLION IN FINES

The City of Chicago continued its effort< R
to impose an iron curtain of silence on Bron-
zevil |l eds a-bowmeadsacantdois®
moving immediately in the early morning of
July 24" to send its garbage trucks and sanita-
tion workers to remove signs posted by Housi
Bronzeville volunteers during the previous ev
ning. The purpose of the 2,000 dramatic red
andwhite signs had been to educate local resi- -3¢ Ward Samtatlon chief, Glendale James, responds to ques
dents aboutl Bronzevil|.888, dogaeast i ppred
affordable home ownersfapits vacant land. and threatening the organization with fines.

At the same time that its workers pulled AHousing Bronzevil|
down the signs, the City threatened Housing f or dabl e home owner shi
Bronzeville with fines ranging from $28500 man, another Housing B
per sign. fortunate to be a current owner in Bronzeville. But

what about all of the other moderateome Bron-

Housing Bronzevi | | zilleredidénts gshodre getng pushédgut of their
nated in a desire by local residents to identify own community? Chicago aspires to be a world
for all neighborhood residents the lots that had class city we can do better than just quietly driv-
been taken from hasdick homeowners and inglongt erm residents out.
quietly and secretly stockpiled by the City over publicized and keep publicizingt hi s i s s
many years. The City is now in the process of

selling these lots to the top bid@epushing ~ The greatest concentration of signs posted
housing costs in Bronzeville to astronomical 0N cityowned lots were on Shields, Princeton, and

levels-$300,000, $600,000, or even Wells, from 47" to 55" Streets, and on LaSalle,

$900,00@ well out of the reach of most local Perry, and Lafayette, from Garfield Boulevard to

residents or their families. 59" Streets. The other signs were posted through
out the community, comprising parts of tHg 3¢,

AcCity sanitation whawad®Wardgonot act this
quickly to mow these vacant lots or pick up the

trash on them,o commem\;q,heedn hoGake repithe Rt nyea
l enci a Hardy. i We 0 r ewhérd! SnBver knbvettd City dwaell so fndtreland iV
re-route garbage trucks and workers at 7.00AMmy ar ea. 0

to prevent our message from being communi- -- Telephone caller to Housing Bronzevill§ 7/24/07
cated for a | onger period of time. oo

Housing Bronzevi | I[i0sSNGBrRONTES/IBLE GETSHHEMESGAGH OUT!
heard, however, as its office was inundated WthSpeciaI thanks to the following news sources for their
i

telephone calls from interested residents inquir- por t s \anc aonutr Liio on Jaly24: D
ing about the signs and how they could help |, | eah Hope & Channel 7 news

with the affordable home ownership campaign,, steve Miller & WBBM News Radio 780

one aspect of which focuses on using the vacant Natalie Moore & Chicago Public Radio

lots for home ownership for moderateome e Michael Tercha, Kristen Kridel & Chicago Tribune
residents fAwith de mones tGabgeltPendonteBirLakefrgneOutiodk | e
roots. o




s Did YOUu Know???

\
e In 1960, Bronzeville had 26% moderate alderman in 2003 Bob Fioretti in the 2
AMERICAN NEGRO income residents. Today we have less than Ward and Pat Dowell in thé®3Wwardd
EXPOSITION 13%. both committed to support Housing Bron-
1865 1940 e City-owned vacant lots numbered 1,896 in zevill eds en a_b ling !l e
a list provided to Housing Bronzeville at a full transparency regarding citywned
meeting with the Department of Planning vacant lots. A third successful candidate
on November 30, 2006. Privatetyvned Willie Cochran in the 2 Wardd
vacant lots number more than 2,000, as emphasized his commitment to affordable
determined by Housing Bronzeville re- home ownership as well"4Vard Alder-
searchers this summer. More than 20% of ~ man Toni Preckwinkle wrote Housing
Bronzevilleds | and i sBronzeglaentebruary6, 2007, that she
e The Mayoros 2016 Ol ynpas Halamasy scabhaern oan ac
T MCAGO COLTSE UM an Olympic stadium in Wa;hington Eark h o using. o »
JULY 4 TO SEPT.2 and an Ol ympic vil | aglheGitystapds to reap200 milliog igom
“““““““““““““““““““““““ B northeast corner. the sale ofitscio wned | ot s fat
e Two candidates who ran successfully for going prices.

on Committee Completes Work on Enabling L

tober5 Housi ng Bwho shaulive in Brenaesille and tangible steps that can
put the finishing touchesonitsbe taken to reach that goal
eloped to address the affordable The Blue Ribbon Committee included 12 local Bron-

ville. Housing Bronzeville will zeville residents and pastors and 8 housing, finance, and
legislation to the community for legal experts, several with roots of their own in Bron-

ermen to steer through the shoakville. Nick Brunick of Applegate and Thoridnomsen

ncil. drafted the legislation in keeping with the specifications

sl ation i s de s ofthe@uomittee, thdlanguage of thp efarentdumeandoar o
onzeville voters in an advisory refore detailed proposal approved by delegates at Housing

t he November 2Bdr0o4n zeelveicltlieobns bAaslsleonib,|dy eoxn- A
y Campbell, pastor of Judah Isréeformer director of the Regional Housing Initiative for
and chair of tBusinesBand rofeRsiobabReaople foraha Rublic tnterest.

f 26% moderateome residents

diverse
providing

ent of all Blue Ribbon Committee members (Left-to-right: Vanessa Smith, Tanger Fielder, Rev. Jeffrey Campbell,
S through Mildred Darby, Peter Landon, Cynthia Bowman, Clara Gatewood-Brown, Linda Singleton, and Gerald
. Offutt). Missing from the picture are Committee members: Valencia Hardy, Kenneth Williams, Rev. Clem-
cational and ent Townsend, Venita Carr, Jeri Richard, Dr. Paul Fischer, William Higginson, Alvin Robinson, Robin
Larson, Anthony Ruvolo, and Nick Brunick.

e Housing Bronzeville VidlebBecome a AFriend of B

4

onz

mailing list and sign me up tothelpu s i n g B r campaignvor dfférdaliles
ronzeville:

Zip:
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-MBil: |
ish to attend a shdmStngnod fUMHofusr nBr dm oawzielvli @ !l |
|

to help form a AFriend of Bronzevilleo dhapt
|

HOUSINGBRONZEVILLE



